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IOWA PHEASANTS FOREVER  
TRUST GRANT REQUEST 

**YOU MUST SEND 25 COPIES OF THIS GRANT REQUEST & ALL MATERIALS** 
  

* Is your chapter up to date on annual contributions to the Trust Fund? Yes or No. 
List the check number, amount, and date of the last two payments made to the Trust Fund. 
Check#    5914     Amount $ 2,500    Date July 2014 
Check#    5831     Amount $ 2,800    Date June 2013 
            
CHAPTER MAKING APPLICATION: Northern Polk Pheasants Forever, Chapter 282 
CONTACT PERSON: Uriah Hansen  PHONE: 641-640-1273 
PROJECT NAME: Former Kal-Den Farms Property - Addition to Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:  The 154 acre property is a portion of the old lake bed of historic 
Swan Lake.  The owner entered the property into the WRP program and it was accepted.  The NRCS has 
preliminary plans to restore wetlands on a portion of the property and to revegetate the remainder with native 
prairie species.  Polk County Conservation has asked the INHF to step in and secure the parcel until financing 
can be arranged and the property transferred to public ownership.  Partners include: the Polk County 
Conservation Board, Iowa DNR, Northern Polk Pheasants Forever, neighboring Pheasants Forever Chapters 
(Capitol, Warren, Powesheik, Story, Jasper, & Marshall/Tama) and the Iowa State Council of Pheasants 
Forever.   
  
PROJECT LOCATION (BE SPECIFIC):  The ( former Kal-Den Farms) acquisition project is located one mile 
east of Elkhart on County Road F22 and two miles north on NE 56th St.  The property is NE of the intersection 
of NE 56th St and NE 138th Avenue.  It is the Northwest Quarter of Section 23, Township 81 North, Range 23 
West of the 5th P.M., Polk County Iowa.  The property is just three miles south of the Polk/Story County Line. 
  
TYPE OF PROJECT:   LAND PURCHASE    LAND DEVELOPMENT 

TOTAL COST OF :  Not to exceed $140,000         
NUMBER OF ACRES: 154 

 COST PER ACRE: $900 
TOTAL COST OF THE PROJECT BEING SUBMITTED:  $140,000 

 
AMOUNT OF FUNDING BEING PROVIDED BY THE SUBMITTING CHAPTER: $15,000 
 
AMOUNT REQUESTED FROM THE TRUST FUND BY SUBMITTING CHAPTER:  $15,000 
 
LIST ALL OTHER SOURCES AND THE AMOUNTS COMMITTED TO THIS PROJECT: 
 

Funding Source Amount 
Polk County Conservation Board $76,500 
Iowa DNR $20,000 
Story County Chapter $5,000 
Poweshiek County Chapter $2,500 
Iowa Capitol Chapter $2,000 
Warren County Chapter $2,000 
Marshall/Tama County Chapter $2,000 

 
COMPLETION DATE OF THIS PROJECT: 1/1/15 
 
PLEASE SEND ALL OTHER INFORMATION THAT IS REQUESTED BY THE TRUST FUND GRANT RULES ATTACHED WITH 
THIS FORM.  (Project narrative, maps, aerial photos, pictures, & supporting grants—eg. REAP appl.).DEADLINES: ALL GRANTS MUST BE 
POST MARKED BY THE LAST DAY OF MAY AND NOVEMBER.  LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE REVIEWED 

Revised 7-24-06 



Pheasants Forever Iowa Trust Fund Application 

PROJECT NARRATIVE 

Kal-Den Farm Land Acquisition, Polk County 

Prepared by: 

Tyler M. Harms and Uriah Hansen – Northern Polk Chapter Pheasants Forever 

Loren Lown – Polk County Conservation Board 

1.  Description of the proposed Project: 

a. Proposed Action 

The Northern Polk Chapter of Pheasants Forever, in cooperation with the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation, Polk County Conservation Board, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and 
other surrounding Pheasants Forever chapters (Marshall/Tama, Story, Poweshiek, Capitol, and 
Warren) is acquiring 154 acres approximately 1 mile east and 2 miles north of Elkhart from Kal-
Den Farms (see attached map).  This property has been enrolled and accepted in a permanent 
easement as part of the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) and the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service has preliminary plans to restore wetlands and adjacent upland habitat on 
the property.  The property has been secured for $140,000.  

b. Project Site Location 

The Kal-Den Farms property is located 1 mile east of Elkhart on County Road F22 and 
approximately 2 miles north of Elkhart on NE 56th Street in Polk County.  The property is located 
in the northwest quarter of section 23, township 81 north, range 23 west.  It is northeast of the 
intersection of NE 56th Street and 138th Avenue.   

c. Wildlife Species to be Benefited 

The Kal-Den Farms property will benefit many species of wildlife based on its potential habitat 
characteristics and location on the landscape.  The mixture of wetland and upland habitat to be 
restored on the property will benefit many breeding bird species of conservation concern 
including but not limited to American Bittern, Upland Sandpiper, Sedge Wren, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Henslow’s Sparrow, and Eastern Meadowlark.  The property will serve as core nesting 
and winter cover for Ring-necked Pheasants and will also serve as nesting habitat for waterfowl 
such as the Canada Goose, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, and Northern Shoveler.  Being situated 
only ½ miles from the South Skunk River, it will serve as a stopover site for migratory waterbirds 
including more than 16 species of waterfowl and 20 species of shorebirds.  The Iowa Breeding 



Bird Atlas II project (see bba.iowabirds.org) documented 99 unique species, 64 of which were 
confirmed breeding, in the Elkhart East block which is immediately adjacent to the Kal-Den 
Farms property. 

The shallow, fishless wetlands to be restored on the Kal-Den Farms Property has the potential 
to benefit species of reptiles and amphibians.  Being one of few properties with permanent or 
semi-permanent water in the highly agricultural Skunk River valley, the property could harbor 
amphibian species of conservation concern such as the Tiger Salamander and Northern Cricket 
Frog.  In addition, the many acres of restored uplands on the property could benefit reptiles of 
conservation concern such as the Northern Prairie Skink, Smooth Greensnake, and Bullsnake.   

The mixture of shallow, fishless wetlands and uplands restored with native grasses and forbs 
will almost certainly be of benefit to several species of insects including Spotted Spreadwing 
and Four-spotted Skimmer.  In addition, butterfly species of conservation concern such as Dion 
Skipper, Broad-winged Skipper, and Mulberry Wing could benefit from restored habitat on this 
acquisition. 

To share an anecdote, Harms visited the property on 29 October 2014 and counted 26 Killdeer 
and 37 Wilson’s Snipe, two species of migratory shorebirds.  He also observed a flock of 5 
Northern Shovelers and approximately 30 Wood Ducks on one of the wetland basins and heard 
two male Ring-necked Pheasants crowing from the grasses.  The fact that these species are 
using the property even before it has been restored is testament to the vast potential benefit it 
will provide to several species of wildlife once restored. 

2. Project Justification/Description 

The Kal-Den Farms property is part of the lake bed of historic Swan Lake.  Located only ½ miles 
from the South Skunk River, the property, in its restored state, will provide much needed 
permanent or semi-permanent water in the Skunk River valley.  The Skunk River is a highly used 
migration corridor for many species of waterfowl and other migratory waterbirds.  The 
property is located 2 miles north of the Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, an approximately 9,100-
acre property owned and managed by the Polk County Conservation Board that is a critical 
stopover site for migratory birds and home to several wildlife species of conservation concern.  
In addition, the property is located approximately 1.5 miles north of the Chichaqua-Neal Smith 
Bird Conservation Area, a priority area established by the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources and Iowa Audubon for the conservation of more than 65 bird Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need (SGCN) identified by the Iowa Wildlife Action Plan. 

Beginning in 1893, the South Skunk River was channelized and straightened from what is 
currently Ames south into Mahaska County.  As a result, the Skunk River valley has been highly 



developed for agriculture and is mostly devoid of any natural habitat.  This acquisition will 
provide critical habitat in the Skunk River valley and will contribute to the 100-year plan of 
creating a corridor of natural areas along the South Skunk River from the Chichaqua Bottoms 
Greenbelt north to Story City. 

The Kal-Den Farms property falls within an area of heightened “cooperative conservation 
action” identified by the Iowa Wildlife Action Plan.  This indicates that the area has been 
identified as a priority for multiple agencies due to the potential for benefitting several species 
of wildlife, its important position on the landscape (e.g., migratory corridor), or because of the 
critical habitat to be restored. 

The proximity of this acquisition to two major urban centers in Iowa, Des Moines/Ankeny and 
Ames, makes it even more important because it is adding valuable public land that will provide 
a multitude of recreational opportunities to central Iowa citizens.  In addition, this acquisition 
will add public land and natural habitat to Iowa’s most populous and highly-developed county. 

This property is already enrolled in the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP), a federal program 
administered by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service with goals to restore, 
protect, and enhance wetlands on properties while achieving greatest wetland function and 
optimal wildlife habitat.  As part of this program, costs to restore habitat on the property will be 
paid by the federal government.  Therefore, this property is an ideal acquisition because the 
initial costs are lower due to the lack of restoration costs.  Once restored, the property will be 
managed by the Polk County Conservation Board with continued support and assistance from 
Northern Polk Pheasants Forever. 

The Northern Polk Chapter of Pheasants Forever is excited about this land acquisition.  
Recently, the chapter has adopted the Paul Errington Wildlife Management Area and has 
assisted the Iowa DNR with various management actions on the property including invasive tree 
removal and food plot seeding.  We’ve also provided monetary support to native grass seedings 
at Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt and Big Creek State Park.  Our chapter is excited to be a part 
of this property from start to finish by funding the acquisition, providing input to the 
restoration process, and continually assisting with habitat management on the property into 
the future.      

As noted above, this acquisition has multiple partners.  The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
has secured the property while funds are gathered by other partnering organizations.  Below is 
a list of partnering organizations and agencies and the amount contributed: 

Polk County Conservation Board - $76,500 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources - $20,000 



Northern Polk Chapter of Pheasants Forever - $15,000 

Story County Chapter of Pheasants Forever - $5,000 

Poweshiek County Chapter of Pheasants Forever - $2,500 

Warren County Chapter of Pheasants Forever - $2,000 

Iowa Capitol Chapter of Pheasants Forever - $2,000 

Marshall/Tama County Chapter of Pheasants Forever - $2,000 

3. Future Management Plans (including hunting) 

This property will be managed as wildlife habitat used primarily as a public hunting area.  The 
property will be restored to wetland and upland habitat through the Wetland Reserve Program.  
Wetland basins will be restored through the plugging on any drainage tile on the property as 
well as rendering the existing drainage ditches on the property ineffective.  There are five 
shallow basins on the property that already retain some water (see attached photos), and these 
basins will be enhanced through the restoration process to create a total of 11-12 acres of 
wetlands on the property.  The upland habitats will be restored through diverse seedings of 
native grass and forb species.  Uplands will be maintained through the use of periodic mowing, 
prescribed fire, and interseedings when needed.  Because this land was previously used for 
row-crop agriculture, we have the unique opportunity of “starting with a clean slate” for 
restoration.  The goal is to restore the property to a ratio of 3:1 uplands to wetlands. 

Due to the high probability of use by migratory birds and other species of wildlife such as 
reptiles and amphibians and insects, this area will also be used by many other outdoor activities 
such as bird watching, hiking, and wildlife watching. 

Northern Polk Pheasants Forever is working with Loren Lown (Polk County Conservation Board) 
and the Polk County Natural Resources Conservation Service field office to restore the property 
for professional wildlife habitat management.  The hope is that the property will be restored in 
spring 2015, however this depends highly on the workload of the federal contractor that 
conducts Wetland Reserve Program restorations. 

4. Reservations or Easements on the Project Site  

The property is currently enrolled in an easement through the Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP) administered by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  As mentioned 
above, five wetland basins will be restored and enhanced on the property for a total of 11-12 



acres of wetlands.  The remaining uplands will be seeded with a diverse seed mix of grasses and 
forbs specific to hydric soils which predominate on the property. 

5.  Agreements or Arrangements with other Agencies or 
Organizations 

Polk County Conservation Board will be the primary agency to manage this property.  Northern 
Polk Pheasants Forever will provide voluntary assistance to Polk County Conservation Board on 
various management activities.   

6. Actual or Potential incompatible uses or Activities on the Project 
Site 

None known or anticipated at this time. 














	Northern Polk - State Council Land Trust Application - January 2015
	Northern Polk - State Council Land Trust Application - January 2015
	Northern Polk - State Council Land Trust Application - January 2015
	PF Land App Cover Page



	IA PF Trust Fund Application - January 2015 - Northern Polk - Kal-Den Farms Property
	Check#    5831     Amount $ 2,800    Date June 2013
	CONTACT PERSON: Uriah Hansen  PHONE: 641-640-1273
	NUMBER OF ACRES: 154
	TOTAL COST OF THE PROJECT BEING SUBMITTED:  $140,000



	PF Trust Grant Narrative_Kal-Den Farms acquisition
	Northern Polk - State Council Land Trust Application - January 2015
	Northern Polk - State Council Land Trust Application - January 2015
	Northern Polk - State Council Land Trust Application - January 2015
	Kal-Den Farms acquisition
	Addition to Chichaqua
	Bing Maps Image
	PF property 2_Polk County_10.29.2014
	PF property 6_Polk County_10.29.2014
	PF property_Polk County_10.29.2014




